
The teacher’s perspective
We have been working with teachers from one ‘Outstanding’ rated school in Birmingham, which uses the 
Learning Journal across all subjects. What has become clear from our discussions is that the Learning Journals 
have become an integral part of their overall approach to teaching and that they bring a number of important 
benefits to both the teachers and the pupils in the school. Some examples include:

• They make it easier to assessment of pupil’s prior knowledge and understanding of new subjects

• Active learning becomes more accessible as the activities and the outcomes can be recorded in the journals 

•  Children are encouraged to play a more active role in the lessons, with individual and group efforts being 
recorded in the journals, often by the pupils themselves.

• Teachers can work with small groups in each class when necessary and record this separately in the journals

• Class progress can be tracked easily and quickly by referring to the work recorded in the journals 

•  Teachers can reduce the amount of marking that needs to be done outside of school hours by completing 
journal entries during the class period. 

Here we have listed some of the comments from the teachers themselves, along with some quotes taken from 
their most recent Ofsted report, which reflect some of the influence that the journals have had on the school’s 
overall performance.
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Establishing and evidencing what pupils already know about a subject

“This approach (using the Learning Journals) makes it a 
more inclusive exercise for those pupils who don’t like 
writing things down or who struggle with it”.

“The Learning Journals are for gathering what the 
children know, not what they can write down.”

“When starting a new topic, you can ask children what 
they already know either by getting them to shout it 
out and writing it down yourself, or by getting them to 
write it on post-its then including these in the journals. 
Not only do you can ascertain the extent of their 
knowledge but you also have evidence of it to refer 
back to.”

“With year one you’re not going to get much written 
down, you’re going to get verbal statements.”

“In RE we tend to differentiate based on children’s 
writing ability, but that’s putting a cap on so many 
children’s learning. Sometime children come out with 
some of the most profound statements about their 
faith, but they can’t write them down.”

WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING

“.. teachers have a clear understanding of  
the children’s capabilities when they  
start with them”  - Ofsted

For ideas on how Learning Journals can be used and to see some different cover designs visit our website  
www.theschoolprayerbookcompany.com or call us on 07501 197165 to speak to one of our team.

The School Prayer Book Company,  11 Stinford Leys,  Market Harborough,  Leicestershire, LE16 7XN.

“You can take all of the photographs that you like and 
load them onto a computer, but who is really going 
to go onto a computer and open up every photo?”

“These are a great prompt for pupil interviews and for 
parents meeting helping us to look back at what they 
have learned across the term.”

“Reflecting back on the previous year’s events and 
ways of doing things helps teachers in their future 
planning.”

Provides constant feedback and allows for the  
opportunity to reflect on the work

“Having the Learning Journals available in the 
classroom is good for helping the children reflect 
back, thinking about what they didn’t know then and 
what they do know now.”

Helps teaching staff to manage their workloads

“Learning journals makes lesson planning easier, as you 
know that group activities can be easily recorded.”

“On group activity days it frees up the teacher to take a 
more active and spontaneous approach to the activity 
and avoids the need for kids to have to stop and write 
everything down.”

“This approach allows teachers and teaching assistants 
to record a class’s work and if necessary to have it 
organised, completed and in the learning journal by 
the end of the class.”

 

“..pupils’ presentation skills have improved 
rapidly...Books seen in every classroom during  
the inspection were immaculately neat and tidy…  
This, in turn, means that pupils can clearly  
see and understand what they are doing,  
which aids their learning.”   - Ofsted

WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING

 

“Parents are kept fully informed and  
involved with their child’s learning.”   
- Ofsted

“Year 6 pupils were observed developing various 
numerical skills. These were closely linked to their 
lives; for example, visits to the shop purchasing 
multiple items, and a wide range of other scenarios. 
The rapid questioning of the teacher added greater 
challenge to the work. On asking one pupil what 
they thought, they told inspectors, ‘We love it.  
The teacher really stretches us and we work  
fast but well.’  - Ofsted
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Provides the flexibility to teach different  
ability groups at different speeds

Encourages the children to participate in  
classroom activities and work together

“You can focus on a slower group with more activity 
based work, which can then be documented in the 
Learning Journal. Meanwhile quicker groups can be 
working in their own books.”

“The use of interactive white boards are a key part of 
the learning for slower children or those with special 
needs. Screen shots of them with their work can then 
easily be dropped into the Learning Journals.”   

“ Local and wider community links are used very 
effectively, alongside the religious context of 
the school, to ensure that there are excellent 
opportunities for pupils to understand the  
British society in which they live.”   - Ofsted

Encourages activity based teaching

“Learning Journals make teachers think about other 
ways of teaching, rather than just showing the children 
the information and asking them to record what they 
have learned.”

“They allow teachers and pupils to record a much 
wider range of school activities, including those from 
outside of the classroom. Reflections on holy days of 
obligations, local community projects or relevant world 
events that occur over the period for example.”

“They encourage you to be a more creative teacher. For 
example, instead of just writing about the parable of 
the sheep, the pupils were given shapes of the sheep to 
write on which were then placed into the journal to be 
shared. They found it much more fun, interesting and 
inspiring than just writing in their own books.”

“Using the Learning Journals approach seems to 
offer children more freedom to think and express 
themselves, there seems to be less fear of being wrong.”

“With activity based learning, if Ofsted came they 
might think that we don’t do anything, but the 
Learning Journals show that we do!”

“ Imaginative planning for lessons across  
the full range of subjects, together with  
exciting additional activities…make  
learning memorable.”   - Ofsted

“The Learning Journals are ideal for group mind 
mapping, with all of the children working together 
with different coloured pens discussing and sharing 
ideas, not working in silence in their own books.”

“Group work can be very challenging, it’s about taking 
turns speaking, it’s about who is going to be scribe, 
who’s going to be the researcher and who’s going to 
feedback to the group.”

“When the children hear that we’re going to be using 
the Learning Journals they actually cheer and whoop!”

“Children love having their work featured in the 
Learning Journals.”

“You can adjust the way you use the Learning Journals 
for different age groups. For younger children you write 
in the details. For the next stage you can provide the 
framework for them to complete. For older children 
you can leave them to work with the journals by 
themselves.”

Helps to chart the progress of each class

“You can quickly see a class’s progression from the 
start of the year to the end of the year, which is really 
satisfying. “

“It’s a good way of monitoring how the class and the 
different abilities within it are doing without having to 
trawl back through each of their exercise books.”

“I can use it to quickly check that the class activities 
match the agreed lesson plans.” – Subject co-ordinator

“They are a real time saver as I don’t have to go through 
every child’s books to see what progress is being made 
by the class.”

“ Lessons are very well planned for all groups of 
pupils in their class. The other adults who support 
learning are used effectively to support 
 small groups and enable them to make  
rapid progress in lessons.”  - Ofsted

WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING

“ Teachers plan lessons that are fun, engaging  
and relevant to the pupils’ lives.”   - Ofsted

“Pupils’ attitudes to learning are exemplary.  
As a result, pupils’ behaviour is outstanding.  
The pride they take in their work is  
extraordinary and all their books are  
immaculate.”  - Ofsted

“The achievement of all groups of pupils in  
reading, writing and mathematics is  
outstanding.”  - Ofsted

“Systems for tracking, monitoring and assessing 
pupils’ progress are very robust. This ensures  
that all leaders and managers know how  
well all pupils are achieving.”  - Ofsted

“The most-able pupils, like all other groups,  
are fully challenged in all lessons”  - Ofsted
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